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time of war.    In fact, in his letter of the previous year
to the Nizam, the Governor-General had pointed out in
so many words that the Nizam was bound under treaty
to maintain the Contingent.    In this letter, however,
Lord Dalhousie expresses an entirely different opinion.
He says :   "If ttie Nizam should turn round upon us
and deny the obligation existing by treaty, I am bound
as a public man to say that I could not honestly argue
that there was any other warrant than that of practice
for upholding the Contingent;   I could argue, and have
argued, that His Highness's conduct has hitherto given
that construction to the treaty and that till it is rejected
and resisted there is an obligation upon him to support
properly the force which, under that construction, he
has allowed us to organize :   but, if he were to take his
stand upon the treaty, I could not argue that either the
letter or the spirit of it bound the Nizam to maintain
9,000 troops of a peculiar and costly nature in peace
because it bound him to give 15,000 of his troops on the
occurrence of war/'    He then goes on to point out that
either the Contingent is to be maintained in future, in
which case it becomes absolutely necessary that an assign-
ment of districts should be made so as to pay off the debt
and also to provide for the regular payment of the force,
or else it must be disbanded.    But, even in this case, it
would take some years before so large a force could be
gradually disbanded,  and therefore it would still be
necessary for the Nizam to make an assignment of terri-
tory in order to provide, not only for the pay of the
troops in the meanwhile, but also for the repayment
of the debt;    therefore whether the  Contingent was
retained or abolished, it became necessary for the Nizam
to assign territory.   The Resident was accordingly in-
structed to take the necessary steps.   General Eraser's